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Abstract

How hasLatin AmericaOwellbeingevolved over time? How doésitin America compare to
todayOs developebuntries QECD, for short)?What explairs their differences? These
guestions are addressed using lastorical index of human development. gustained
improvementin wellbeingcan be observesince 180. The absolute gap betwe®&CD and
Latin Americawidenedover time but an incomplete catching uplargely explained by
education occurredsince190Q but fadedaway after 1980, asLatin Americafell behind the
OECDIn terms of longevityOncethe first health transitiorwasexhaustd the contribution
of life expectancyo human developmeneclinel.
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